KEIGHT HANGING BODIES.

THE CORONER’S INQUEST ON THE SOUTH
CAROLINA LYNCHING.

COLUMBIA, 8, C., Deo. 29.—The Coroner’s in-
quest into the death of the.eight negroes who
were lynched at Barnwell yvesterday morning
was held last night at the scene of the tragedy.
It was & terrible sight which the jurymen
looked upon. On the left side of the road were
tho bodies of Ripley Johnson and Mitchell
Adams, oharged with the murder of Hef-
ternan. On the opposite side were the six hodies
of the negroes charged with implication in the
murder of young Robert Martin, They were
tied to young oak trees on the road side, all ex-
oept Mitohell Adams, who was tled to the post
whiech marked the corporation limits of Barn-
well. Johnson was tied to o little tree olose by
Adesms. The others across the road were tied
two to the same tree, with their backs to the
saplings, tho rope passed around the tree and
around the body of the men, in 8ome instances
nearly all the way from head to foot.

When shot, howover, the weight of thelr
bodies had swung down on the ropes and now

they ocoupied all sorts of grotesquo and rovolt-
ing~ positions. One had swung forward over
the ropes which encirocled the walast, the hoad
nsnging down, and the tongue protruding.
Another had dropped straight down, tlie legs
bending under the weight, In one or {wo in-
atances bullets had enterad the head and blood
distigured the distorted features. In all sorts
of positions tvhey hung, a horrible sight not
soon to be forgotten by those who looked on it.

The frightful character of the wounds is
ehown by tne testimony of the physicians who
examined each body. In brief, it is as follows:
Heury Furso, ten balls in his body, age about
twenty-four years; Peter Bell, one ball in back
of neck at base of skull, age about siXty years;
Harrison Johpson, four halls in his body, age
about thirty-ive years; Rafe Morrall, six balls
in head ana body, either ot which would have
boen fatal, uge about sixty yenrs; Judge Jonc:,
elght balls, one in his bran, abouy twenty-eigh.
years old; Robort Phenix, four balis in body,
about twenty-two years old; Ripley Johnson,
elght balls in body, one in the face, abous thirty
vagrs old; Mitohell Adawms, five balls, oneo
through brain, aboutthirty-five years old.

On this testinony the jury returncd a verdiot
that the eight men came to their death from
gunshot wounds inflicted by some party or par-
tles upknown. In order to allow the dootor to
make the examination and probe the wounds
the bodies were out down from the trees and
laid ou the ground. The clothes were cut from
the bodies to enable him to et to the wounds,
and the sight was not improved by their changed
position. The men lsy arqund in whatever
position the surgeon had left them—on side,
‘back, or face, as the 0aso micht bo. Three loy
on the roadside, the others here ard there
among the little oaks on the side ef theo road,
large garta of thoir bodies exposed and their
cut snd torn clothing banging about them in a
grotesque way.

Atter the Coroners inquost tho negroes wero
potified that they might remove the bodies if
they desired. The tamilics of Ripley Johnson
and Mitche!ll Adams removed their hodles to
thoir homes, but the other six remaincd up to
reidnight. Treated as murderers and outcasts
there wore none to mourn them, to oross their
bands, or close their eyes. Neithor tho whites
nor the negroes wanted to remove the bodles,
A prominent negro of the town said:

« We pever put them there. Let thoao remove
thom who are responeible for their being there,”’

Baid the Mayor of Barnwell: * The bodies are
outside the limits of the town, and they were
prisoners of the county. Wedon’'t care to place
ourselves in the light of assuming responsibil-
{ty in the matter. fhe town ol Barnwell has
had nothing to do with the affair. We have,
nowever, notifted the negroes that they could
go shead and bury tbe bodies and we would
E&y the oxpenss, Aoting with the Bheritf wo

ave emploved a man to make the coflins for
them, and it will be done as soon as possible,”

A leading colored citizen was aslted what his
poople thought of the lynching. **We thinkie
is a great outrage,” salid he.

¢ \vhat course do you all gropoao to take in
the mattor? Isit true that there is any 1dea ol
violenoe or vengeance entertained amongyou {”

« Not the slightest,” saia he. * It would do
no good, and nobedy is thinkiog of it. But we
have decided to oall a meeting ot all the colored
people 1n Barnwell County.”

** What fort”’

“To move away from here. Wo want every
ne of us to et out of the county, and leave it
orever. We would e willing tv go even to a

worso place, if that were possible, rather than
stay here. No, Sir. We contemplate no vio-
lence or revenge, but we mean to leave Darn-
well County.”

'this was assented to by all those presont.
The white poople of Barnwell, generally, de-
plore the arair, but admit that the men who
have tbus taken the law in their own hanads did
not act without great provooation. The town was
patrolled all last night by a large posse of
armed oitizens, but everything passed off qul-
etly. Adjt, Gen, Bonham arrived this morning,
and after viewing thoe situation decided that tho
presence of troops was not ncoessary. To-mor-
row Gov. Richardson wlll issue & proclamation
denouncing the ountrage and offering a reswvard
for the apprehension of the lynchers, not one of
whom has yet been identitied.
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